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Radiological
Area

Any location that is
posted as a radiation
area, high radiation area,
contamination area, etc.

A recent modification to
the DOE policy added
posted Radiation
Materials Areas to the list
of restricted areas.

A controlled area is not a
radiological area unless
it is also a Radioactive
Materials Area.

...from Radiological Areas

On 7/13/00, Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson issued a
moratorium on the unrestricted release for recycling of scrap
metals from Radiological Areas. This step was taken to allay
the fears of the public that radioactive materials might find
their way into consumer goods.

Fermilab has operated an active scrap metal recycling
program for many years. This program includes rigorous
procedures to ensure that metals with elevated levels of
radionuclides do not leave the site for recycling. Nonetheless,
we are currently prohibited from releasing metals for recycling
if they came from a Radiological Area. This prohibition will be
lifted when the Department of Energy issues new release
criteria that can be applied throughout the DOE complex. This
is expected to occur sometime around 12/00.

In order to comply with the moratorium, Fermilab must
segregate all metals that previously would have been collected
for scrap/recycling and hold them until further notice.
However, the suspension does not apply to items of
equipment that are taken into Radiological Areas and promptly
removed (e.g., to perform maintenance or installation tasks),
nor to large items of equipment excessed from these areas
that clearly will be re-used intact rather than melted down and
recycled. The suspension also does not apply to low-level
radioactive waste, which will be handled as before using our
established criteria for surveying.

Tracking metals from Radiological Areas, even for a short
time, promises to be a challenging task. The Business
Services Section and the ES&H Section have agreed to
implement a slightly modified procedure for completing



Material Move
Requests (MMRs) to
accomplish the
necessary
documentation.



Personnel who prepare MMRs must now go through the following steps:

Step (1) Check all materials for radioactivity in accordance with the requirements of
Articles 411 and 412 of the Fermilab Radiological Control Manual. All materials found
to be radioactive by our current release criteria must be disposed of as radioactive
waste. This step represents no change in policy.

Step (2) If the materials are found not to be radioactive in Step 1, the material must be
physically segregated into two groups before it will be picked up by the Business
Services Section:

Group (1) Items that did not originate from a radiological area
Group (2) Items that did originate from a radiological area.

Preparation of scrap metal for pickup now requires that the scrap be designated as
either Group 1 or Group 2 on the MMR. Business Services will continue to recycle the
items from Group 1, while Group 2 items must be stored pending further instructions
from DOE.

Obviously, this change will require a concentrated effort from all Fermilab employees to
be successful. Here are some things that everyone can do to get the Laboratory
through this difficult period:

Continue to search for Waste Minimization and Pollution Prevention opportunities.
Postpone as long as possible requesting scrap pick up from Business Services.
This will conserve scarce storage areas.

Make sure that MMRs are prepared fully, accurately and completely.




This message should be distributed to all employees via delivery of un-addressed copies to Fermilab mail
stations.
Suggestions for ES&H message topics should be directed to Tim Miller at MS119, tmiller@fnal.gov, or X3019.




