

There is a move towards harmonizing CDL practices throughout the 50 states.  Illinois drivers recently received notification from the Secretary of State’s office about the planned changes. http://www.sos.state.il.us/departments/drivers/cdl/medical_cdl.html
Drivers were asked to identify their driving duties as one of 4 categories:
1)  Non-excepted interstate driver (NI) Driving tractor trailer or straight truck to another state or driving goods destined for out of state commerce.
- These drivers need to continue to carry their Medical Card with them until January 30, 2014 when all fifty states are required to be in compliance. After that date such information will be available electronically and carrying a card (beyond CDL license renewal) will not be required unless the employer requires such.
- These drivers will need to have their most current Medical Card in hand when they renew their CDL license after 30 January 2012 at a CDL Drivers Facility.
-There is no prohibition from a driver identifying themselves as this type of driver as it offers the most flexibility.
2) Excepted interstate driver (EI) Specific types of drivers like school bus, farm equipment, fire apparatus.  These drivers are permitted to drive out of state.
-Medical Card may be carried based on the employer’s discretion
-No need to present a Medical Card at license renewal at a CDL Drivers Facility.
3) Non-excepted intrastate driver (NA) Driving vehicles like category #1 but vehicle and goods not leaving the state.
-Need to carry a Medical Card the CDL Drivers Facility will not require to see the Medical Card.
-Will not participate/benefit from the Electronic Medical Card program
4) Excepted intrastate driver (EA) same vehicles as in #2 but limited to in-state operation only.
-Medical Card may be carried based on the employer’s discretion
-No need to present a Medical Card at license renewal



The Federal Short Form (Medical Card) is to be used for category 1 drivers.  The Federal Program allowed for customization as long as all the data was present however due to the data entry required Illinois DMV wants the standard format used with no deviation.
