
      
 Special Points of 
  Interest:  
  

 Earth Day Fair
 Join us on April 19th, 2012  
 from 11:30 - 1:00 pm for the  
 Earth Day Fair.  It will be held  
 in the Wilson Hall Atrium
 and will promote many  
 "green" initiatives and prod- 
 ucts.
 

 ES&H Survey
  We will participate in a free,   
  externally administered sur- 
  vey that will look at our   
  ES&H program.  There will   
  be two different surveys - one   
  for general employees and   
  one for managers/supervisors.  
  This Survey is voluntary and   
  completely anonymous. Look   
  for the survey later in March. 
  Your honest participation is    
  greatly appreciated!
  

  ES&H Concern or
 Suggestion?
 Talk to your Supervisor,
 SSO or go to the ES&H
 homepage & click on
 'Concerns & Suggestions'.
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Tornadoes
A tornado is a violently rotating column of air extending 
from the base of a thunderstorm down to the ground. 
Tornado intensities are classified on the Fujita Scale with 
ratings between F0 (weakest) to F5 (strongest). They are 
capable of completely destroying well-made structures, 
uprooting trees and hurling objects through the air like 
deadly missiles. Although severe tornadoes are more com-
mon in the Plains States, tornadoes have been reported 
in every state.

Preparing for Severe Weather:
Prepare for high winds by removing diseased and damaged limbs from trees.  Move or 
secure lawn furniture, trash cans, hanging plants or anything else that can be picked up by 
the wind and become a projectile.  Pick a safe room in your home where household mem-
bers and pets may gather during a tornado. This should be a basement, storm cellar or an 
interior room on the lowest floor with no windows.  Make sure to practice periodic tornado 
drills so that everyone knows what to do if a tornado is approaching.  

If a Tornado is Threatening:
At Home:
Pick a place in the home where family members can gather if a tornado is headed your way. One 
basic rule is AVOID WINDOWS. An exploding window can injure or kill. The safest place in the 
home is the interior part of a basement. If there is no basement, go to an inside room, without win-
dows, on the lowest floor. This could be a center hallway, bathroom, or closet.  For added protec-
tion, get under something sturdy such as a heavy table or workbench. If possible, cover your body 
with a blanket, sleeping bag, or mattress, and protect your head with anything available--even your 
hands. 

Outdoors:
If you are caught outside during a tornado and there is no adequate shelter immediately available-- 
•  Avoid areas with many trees. 
•  Avoid vehicles. 
•  Lie down flat in a gully, ditch, or low spot on the ground. 
•  Protect your head with an object or with your arms or hands.

Watch vs. Warning - Know the Difference
Tornado Watch
Tornadoes are possible in and near the watch area. Review and discuss your emergency plans, and 
check supplies and your safe room. Be ready to act quickly if a warning is issued or you suspect a 
tornado is approaching.

Tornado Warning
A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. Tornado warnings indicate imminent 
danger to life and property. Go immediately under ground to a basement, storm cellar or an interior 
room.


