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IMPLEMENTATION OF FESHM 4230
CONFINED SPACE ENTRY

1.0
INTRODUCTION

The Fermilab Environmental, Safety and Health Manual chapter on confined space entry (FESHM 4230) provides instruction on Fermilab’s policies and procedures regarding confined space entries.  Also contained in that chapter are a permit required confined space entry form and a reclassification form.  Outlined below are additional instructions for implementation within Facility Engineering Services Section (FESS).

2.0
NOTIFICATIONS AND APPROVAL

The FESHM chapter now requires notification to the Fire Department, landlord division/section Division Safety Officer DSO) and functional landlord division/section DSO.  Any individual involved in the entry, i.e. entry supervisor, entrant or attendant, can make this notification and document it on the form.

The entry supervisor can be any individual trained in confined space entry and is responsible for approving the permit when access can be made safely and making all notifications.  FESS Operations limits the entry supervisor to craft supervisor or designee.  Any trained individual involved in the entry can evaluate a space to see if it can be reclassified as a non-permit required confined space.

The FESHM chapter allows each division/section to document its requirements for environment, safety and health (ES&H) approval.  For those confined spaces for which FESS is landlord, no additional approvals are required prior to entry.  FESS personnel will abide by the requirements documented by the landlord division/section for approval requirements.

When an entry is planned for a space where FESS has been designated landlord or functional landlord, FESS Operations on x8448 is the ES&H Point of Contact designee for purposes of notification.  If FESS personnel are involved in a confined space entry, notification must also be provided to a FESS ES&H representative.

3.0
DATABASE MAINTENANCE

The FESHM chapter requires that landlord divisions/sections maintain current the information contained in the database on identified confined spaces.  FESS personnel should refer to the database, available from the ES&H Section home page, when planning work in a confined space.  It should be recognized that conditions might vary from those documented in the database.

Entrants should document entry conditions, if different from those in the database, and forward this information to FESS ES&H personnel.  FESS ES&H personnel will update information for those confined spaces for which FESS has responsibility or provide this information to the landlord division/section ES&H personnel.

4.0
SUBCONTRACTORS

Subcontractors with approved safety plans addressing confined space entry should make entries in accordance with their procedures.  Task managers should obtain a copy of the relevant procedures and are required to verify that the subcontractor employees have been trained in accordance with the requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standard.  Examples of suitable documentation of training include signed training attendance sheets, a memo from the subcontractor indicating compliance, or wallet cards.  In addition, the task manager must make the notifications to the Fire Department, landlord and functional landlord. 

If the subcontractor does not have an approved safety plan addressing confined space entry, the entry will be subject to the requirements of FESHM 4230.

5.0
REVIEW

The entry supervisor is required to review each entry permit and reclassification form upon cancellation of the permit.  FESS ES&H representatives will review all cancelled permits as part of the FESS self assessment program.

6.0
RECORDKEEPING

If the entry involved FESS personnel, the original, signed copy of completed confined space entry permits and reclassification forms shall be maintained by the respective department for review.  Copies of permits used by subcontractors should be maintained in the FESS project or subcontractor file.
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