
 

Chemical Storage Best Practices 
Consult the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for specific chemical storage requirements.  Contact your Division 
Safety Officer (DSO) or the Industrial Hygiene Group for guidance. 

Best Practice Tips for Storing Chemicals 

• Avoid storing chemicals above shoulder height.   
• Larger containers and corrosives should be stored as low as feasible level to reduce the risk of 

spilling and dropping. 
• Do not overcrowd shelves.  If a larger or additional cabinet is needed, please talk to your 

supervisor about obtaining another one.  
• Organize cabinet shelves by using bottle carriers or polypropylene trays  

Segregating Incompatible Chemicals 

Chemicals should be stored to minimize the opportunity for dangerous reactions and to reduce clutter. 

At minimum, store corrosives and oxidizers separate from 
flammables.  Pictograms and the SDS communicate the 
category of the chemical.  

Flammable  

 

Corrosive Oxidizer 

   
Acids, bases, and oxidzers should be stored in a separate cabinet from flammables.  Acids and bases 
can both be corrosive.  Store acids apart from caustic bases, even within the same cabinet. 

Corrosive Cabinets  

• Generally, blue in color and HDPE 
plastic to withstand corrosion   

• An example of a small plastic 
benchtop corrosive cabinet is 
presented to the right 

• Contact your DSO for guidance in 
purchasing 

  
 

How to Keep Your Cabinets in Order 

It is recommended that each cabinet undergo 
an annual chemical inventory with 
information about each chemical. 

Chemical Inventory Information 
1. Area/Lab Supervisor & Contact Info 
2. Building-Room Location 
3. Chemical Name (not acronyms) 
4. Amount (volume/weight and unit of measure) 

Best Practice Tips: 

• If your cabinet is full, conduct an inventory and only store necessary chemicals.  Discard chemicals 
that are expired and not useful in the near future, etc. 

o Contact the Hazard Control Technology Team (HCTT) for disposal assistance 
• Do not store non-flammable materials in the flammable liquids cabinet.   

o Flammables cabinets are often misunderstood as “chemical cabinets”.  Certain paints, 
epoxies, etc. are not flammable, and should be stored elsewhere.   

o Check the container label or SDS and look for the “flammable liquid” pictogram (shown 
here in the Segregating Incompatible Chemicals section above). 

 
Figure 1:Example of OSHA compliant Label  

Reminder:  when storing chemicals that have been transferred 
to an unlabeled container: 

• Add an OSHA HazCom compliant label to the new 
container 

• To obtain labels please contact your Division Safety 
Officer or the Industrial Hygiene Group. 

 


