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Dear Colleagues,
Thanks to all of you who viewed the town hall video last week. It was nice to connect with you
virtually (even as I was alone in Wilson Hall One West, with my hand sanitizer and wipes). Over 3,000
of you joined, including Fermilab users from around the globe. I hope you found it useful.

As we settle into a modified way of operating, it’s important that we remain connected to one
another. These are circumstances that are unfamiliar to all of us. We need to continue to support
each other as part of the Fermilab family. 

We expect the precautions regarding COVID-19 to last for some time. As many of you will have
heard, the Illinois governor has extended the present “stay at home” order through the end of
April, and precautions may last beyond that time as well. The lab staff continues to operate,
primarily remotely and with the Batavia site access limited to on-site essential personnel and village
residents. We are adapting to the new way of doing business, which includes social distancing,
remote working where feasible, and being proactive about taking care of each other and checking in
with our colleagues and partners. Thank you to the Fire Department and our Security team for their
24/7 service to the laboratory.

Information on Unconfirmed Cases

We are committed to provide transparent information. Our public website, www.fnal.gov/covid19,
includes information on any confirmed and unconfirmed cases. 

We have 5 percent of our employees, or about 100 people, who come to the lab each day to check
on systems or perform other essential functions. For those of you who are teleworking, thank you
for helping your supervisor record your work at home each day. This is important to demonstrate to
DOE that you are indeed working remotely in support of the lab’s mission.

At the present time there have been no confirmed positive cases at Fermilab. Other national labs are
reporting positive cases. There have been nine unconfirmed cases (meaning individuals who have
reported experiencing flu-like symptoms). This number represents the current unconfirmed cases
that have been reported at Fermilab, including those working at home who have notified their
supervisors.

Out of an abundance of caution, Fermilab conducts an internal inquiry whenever it is notified of a
person who is currently working on site or has within the last 14 days worked on site, and either is
experiencing flu-like symptoms or has been in close contact with someone who is COVID-19 positive.
Based on the results of the inquiry, Fermilab notifies any personnel who might have been in close
contact with that person within the last 14 days. Individuals who may have been in contact are
required to telework, to remain off-site and to consult with their doctor.

Resources for Employees

Please contact your supervisor with questions or concerns. In addition, resources for employees
have been collected and are available at Fermilab at Work – at the COVID-19 resources for
employees tab at the left side of the page. This includes ES&H guidance, Zoom tips, how to code
your timecard, computing resources for working remotely, Employee Assistance Program, WDRS
FAQ, CDC guidance, and more. 

Mission Progress

I plan to send out an update on mission progress soon; a lot of progress has been made in the last
couple of weeks. Thank you for all your efforts while working remotely, and for those who are on-
site essential personnel. We continue construction on the IERC and the near site LBNF project at
Fermilab. We have strong teams focused on finalizing proposals for a National Quantum Center and
an Artificial Intelligence Initiative. The senior team is meeting virtually daily along with the Fermi Site
Office and HEP in Washington to monitor the situation and discuss and advance mission priority
items.
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Thank you all for the work you are doing on behalf of the laboratory. Many of you are taking on new
roles and responsibilities in addition to your regular work. Fermilab’s leadership appreciates your
commitment and professionalism during this time.

Please take care and stay healthy.

Nigel

 


