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Dear Colleagues,

As I mentioned in my April 17 all-hands message, we continue to make great progress in our work,
both for those of us who are on site and most of us who continue to telework. 

One terrific recent development has been work on the Mechanical Ventilator Milano (MVM), a low-
cost ventilator to help in the midst of device shortages caused by COVID-19. Late last week, the Food
and Drug Administration granted Emergency Use Authorization for the MVM.  More than a dozen
Fermilab volunteers were involved in helping to design, test and finalize this ventilator. You can read
more about the project and the participation of Fermilab volunteers here.

New Screening Procedures

Fermilab will soon begin to implement COVID-19 screening procedures for on-site essential
personnel who are working at the Batavia site. On-site essential personnel and village residents will
receive additional information from their supervisors regarding screening procedures and we will
refine our processes and procedures as necessary. Screening will continue for all personnel requiring
site access once we begin resuming additional on-site work. Information on screening procedures
will be available at https://fnal.gov/covid19.

The daily screening will take place as personnel enter the site at the Wilson and Batavia Street
entrances; the Pine Street entrance will be closed. Those of you who will be coming to the Batavia
site as on-site essential personnel will hear more details from your supervisors about this process,
including any adjustments to your schedule to accommodate the screening process. As additional
personnel return to on-site work, details on site access and screening will be provided to those
approved for site access. 
 
Face Coverings

All personnel working on site are required to wear a face covering when inside a building, unless
they are alone in a personal office space or conference room (with walls).  In addition, personnel are
required to wear a face covering when outside if more than a six-foot distance from another person
cannot be consistently and completely maintained.

It is Fermilab’s goal to ensure that all personnel working on site have access to a face covering. There
are a number of ways for on-site personnel to obtain a face covering, including: at the gate, through
the Fermilab stockroom, or a homemade or purchased face covering. Employees should take breaks
as needed to remove face coverings in a socially distanced location.

On-site essential work 

In addition, as we implement screening and additional protective measures, on-site essential work at
the lab will be expanded; relevant personnel will be contacted by their Chief or Division head as this
process moves forward. Going forward, consistent with government authorities and local conditions,
the lab will be increasing on-site personnel with an initial focus on supporting safety and key mission
operations. We continue to work with the Department of Energy on our plans to return to on-site
operations and will keep you informed.

Employee Resources

As a reminder, there are many resources for employees during this time.  Many are collected at the
COVID-19 resources for employees tab at Fermilab at Work.  WDRS has also compiled a Virtual care
package for employees, which includes resources for health, wellness and recreation. You may also
contact the Employee Assistance Program at www.ers-eap.com or 800-292-2780. In addition, if you
have any questions, please contact your supervisor.
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Thank you to the Fermilab community. You all continue to give your best to advance the lab’s
mission, to help out your colleagues and to adjust to our new working environment.

Take care,

Nigel

 


